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TrinMUN 2018 Rules of Procedure 

General Rules 

1. Language: The working language of TrinMUN 2017 is English, and all debate 

throughout the conference shall be conducted in English. 

2. The Secretariat: All decisions relating to the conduct of debate are ultimately the 

responsibility of the Secretary-General, who retains the right to overrule decisions made by 

any participant, including Directors and Assistant Directors 

3. Directors and Assistant Directors: The Director shall declare the opening and 

closing of each committee session and guide during debate, a responsibility which includes 

proposing procedural motions, provided they’re accepted by committee. Assistant Directors 

shall have all of the same responsibilities at the discretion of the Director. 

4. Any decision made by the Director or an Assistant Director may be appealed by 

delegates with a simple ‘motion to appeal’. Following the appeal, the Director or Assistant 

Director in question will have a brief period of time to speak in their defence, followed by a 

vote on whether to accept the appeal or not. The Director or Assistant Director’s decision 

stands unless overruled by a qualified majority (⅔ of delegates present). 

5. Quorum: Directors may declare a committee open and proceed when at least a 

quarter of all members of any given committee are present. The presence of a majority will 

be required to vote. Quorum may be assumed to be present unless directly challenged by a 

point of order. 

6. Courtesy: All delegates are required to be courteous and use diplomatic language 

when addressing each other. Directors and ADs shall have the power to call to order anyone 

who specifically defies this rule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rules Governing Debate 

1. The agenda 

a. If a committee has more than one topic to discuss, the first order of business shall 

be to consider the agenda. 

b. The Director, AD or a delegate may thus propose a motion to set the agenda to one 

of the topics specified by the Director and AD(s) in the Study Guide 

c. Two speakers’ lists shall be established: one in favour and one opposing the motion. 

Two speakers shall then be selected each to speak in favour of and against the motion. 

Speakers’ time shall as default be set at 60 seconds and speakers shall alternate 

d. Following exhaustion of the speakers’ list, the Director, AD or a delegate may 

propose a motion to close debate: this passes only with a two-thirds majority. Should this 

motion not pass, another speakers’ list shall be established. 

e. Should a motion to close debate pass, a vote shall be called to decide on the motion. 

Should the motion pass, the topic specified by the motion shall be debated first; should it 

fail, the topic not specified by the motion shall be debated first 

 

2. General Speakers List 

a. Following the establishment of the topic, a continuously open ‘general’ speakers list shall 

be established, with a default speakers’ time of 90 seconds. Delegates may either motion to 

be added to the general speakers’ list or simply raise their placards when prompted by the 

Director or the AD 

 

3. Points of Personal Privilege, Order and Parliamentary Enquiry 

a. A Point of Personal Privilege is the only point or motion which may interrupt a 

speaker and may be raised should a delegate have an issue relating to audibility or personal 

comfort 

b. A Point of Order may be raised following a point, motion or speech by a delegate, 

and may be used by a delegate to highlight an area in which the Rules of Procedure might 

have been violated for any reason. A delegate raising a Point of Order may not speak in 

substance on the matter and the Director and AD reserve the right to rule the point dilatory 

or improper for any reason. 



c. A Point of Parliamentary Enquiry may be raised when a delegate is unclear on a 

particular aspect of the Rules of Procedure. Alternative questions should be presented 

directly to the Director and/or AD at an appropriate point in time e.g. during an 

Unmoderated caucus or when debate has closed. 

 

4. Unmoderated Caucuses 

a. An unmoderated caucus is a caucus in which formal debate is temporarily suspended 

and delegates are free to consult with each other on the topic of the unmoderated caucus at 

liberty 

b. Proponents of an Unmoderated caucus must give a time for unmoderated caucus as 

well as topic 

c. The approval of an Unmoderated Caucus is subject to: 

i.  The approval of a dais member 

ii. A Procedural vote of confidence in the motion 

d. Individual Unmoderated caucuses must not exceed 30 minutes in length; extensions 

may be granted at the discretion of a member of dais staff but there shall: 

i. Only be one extension to a moderated caucus at a time; extensions to 

extensions are out of order 

ii. Not be any extension exceeding ⅔ of the time of the initial Unmoderated 

Caucus; the maximum time for an Unmoderated Caucus plus extension is thus 50 minutes 

e. A member of the dais may call an end to an Unmoderated Caucus whenever they 

feel as if the caucus has ceased to serve any meaningful purpose; this decision is not 

subject to appeal 

 

5. Moderated Caucus 

a. A Moderated Caucus is a caucus in which, under modified conditions of formal 

debate, a particular facet of the topic more generally being discussed is considered and 

debated by the committee 

b. Proponents of a Moderated caucus must give a total time, speakers’ time and topic 

for the caucus 



c. The approval of a Moderated Caucus is subject to: 

I. The approval of a dais member 

i. A Procedural vote of confidence in the motion 

d. Upon approval, only speeches shall count against the time of the caucus; speakers 

may be selected at the discretion of the dais 

 e. Rules pertaining to speeches made during ‘open debate’ (the general speakers’ list) 

such as those surrounding yields no longer apply; thusly, yields shall not be in order during 

a Moderated Caucus. The dais may rule a particular speakers’ speech out of order given the 

topic of the caucus. 

f. The dais may also choose to prematurely close a Moderated Caucus at any point 

following the conclusion of a speech; this decision shall be appealable 

 

 

6. Closure of debate 

a. A member of the dais or a delegate may propose that a motion be closed for debate; 

should the motion be submitted by a delegate the dais may, at their discretion, rule the 

motion dilatory 

b. Should this motion be accepted by the dais, a speakers’ list shall be established with 

two speakers each for and against. They shall speak in alternating order and speakers’ time 

shall be set at 60 seconds 

c. Following the exhaustion of this speakers’ list, the motion shall be voted on, with a 

qualified majority of ⅔ in favour required for the particular motion to pass 

d. Following the passage of this motion, all substantive questions currently accepted for 

debate shall immediately be brought to voting procedures 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Yielding 

a. A speaker on the general speakers’ list during general debate may yield the floor to 

either: 

i. The Dais 

ii. Another delegate 

iii. Questions from the committee 

b. The time taken to speak if the floor is yielded to another speaker is the time the 

previous speaker had remaining; if the floor is yielded to questions only answers to the 

questions come out of the remaining time left for speaking 

c. Delegates may not yield the floor to another delegate or to questions if they have 

been yielded to themselves by another delegate 

d. By default, the floor is always yielded to the Chair in closed debate (e.g. Moderated 

Caucuses) 

8. Panels of Authors and Consultations of the Whole 

a. Panels of Authors and Consultations of the Whole are two extraordinary measures a 

committee can take to organise debate 

b. In a Panel of Authors, the sponsors of a draft resolution which has been introduced 

by the committee (see the section outlining the introduction of draft resolutions) may take 

questions from the committee for 15 minutes clarifying any matters of confusion 

c. In a Consultation of the Whole, a committee may essentially moderate itself and 

delegate the opportunity to speak itself for up to 20 minutes on a topic chosen by the 

proposer of the motion 

d. As Motions to form a Panel of Authors or a Consultation of the Whole are both 

procedural amendments, the rules that govern procedural voting shall apply to them 

Working Papers, Draft Resolutions and Amendments 

 

1. Working Papers 

 a. A Working Paper may be submitted at any time after debate has been opened by 

any delegate with any number of signatories; Working Papers do not have sponsors 



b. Following approval from the Dais, a Working Paper may be introduced with a 

procedural motion; to pass, such a motion requires a simple majority in favour and passing 

such a motion allows the contents of the Working Paper to be formally referred to as such in 

the committee 

c. Working Papers need not follow any particular set format as long as they adhere to 

diplomatic language, as outlined in Section 1, Point 6 

 

2. Draft Resolutions 

a. In all committees with the exception of the European Council and European Council, 

draft resolutions are non-binding and the language used to draft such resolutions must be 

phrased as such 

b. Draft resolutions should consist of: 

i. Preambulatory clauses, which provide background information and context and use 

language such as Hoping, Reminding and Reaffirming 

ii. Operative Clauses, which are the performative bulk of the resolution and use 

language such as Encourages, Suggests, Urges and Recommends 

c. All resolutions should have both sponsors and signatories: 

i. The number of sponsors is limited to four per resolution and should only 

consist of those playing a primary role in drafting the document 

ii. The number of signatories is potentially unlimited (or limited to the size of the 

committee) but needs to comprise at least 25% of the committee (when combined with the 

number of sponsors) in order to be approved 

d. All resolutions should be carefully checked by the Dais for both style and content 

and, following approval, be introduced to the committee through a procedural motion, which 

passes if a simple majority is in favour 

 

3. Amendments 

a. Amendments may be either: 

i. Friendly 

ii. Unfriendly 



b. Friendly Amendments to a resolution require signatures from all sponsors of a draft 

resolution and pass automatically upon a motion to introduce with no need for a confirming 

vote 

c. Unfriendly Amendments require a substantive motion to pass and a procedural 

motion to introduce, and require a closed debate before being voted on: 

i. Debate to consider an unfriendly amendment should consist of at least one 

and no less than two speakers for and against each, speaking in alternating order for one 

minute each 

ii. Following this period of closed debate, amendments shall be voted on 

automatically, with no need to close debate following this session 

 d. Amendments, like Working Papers and Draft Resolutions, must be approved by the 

Dais before being introduced 

 

Voting 

1. Voting on Procedural Motions 

a. All motions except for voting on Amendments or Resolutions, and ‘special’ motions 

highlighted below, shall be considered procedural motions 

b. A procedural motion requires a simple majority in favour to pass; all delegates must 

vote on any given procedural motion 

c. If a vote on a procedural motion results in a tie, it may be considered to have failed 

2. Voting on Substantive Motions - Amendments and Resolutions 

a. Amendments and Resolutions are considered to be ‘Substantive’ motions, which 

means that: 

i. Their passage is a sign of resolve on the part of the committee 

ii. Delegates may vote in favour, vote against or abstain formally 

iii. A simple majority is required in all committees except for the UNSC and EC in 

order to pass 

b. All delegates must still vote on substantive motions 

 



3. Changing Voting Order, Dividing the Question and Voting by Roll Call 

a. Following the Closure of formal debate, delegates may motion to change the order in 

which resolutions are voted, ‘divide the question’ or vote by roll call; all of these motions 

shall be considered ‘special motions’ 

b. Changing Voting Order: 

i. Unless a motion to change the order in which draft resolutions are voted on is 

passed, all resolutions are voted on in the order of proposal 

ii. When proposing such a motion, the proposer must specify the order in which 

they want to see them voted on 

c. Dividing the Question 

i. ‘Dividing the Question’ means that some parts of a draft resolution are voted 

on separately from others (e.g. a clause or sub-clause separately from the rest of the 

resolution or clause-by-clause) 

ii Delegates must specify how they wish to see voting divided when they 

motion to Divide the Question in specific terms 

d. Voting by Roll Call 

i. Voting is normally done by public vote through a show of placards for 

resolutions as it is for procedural motions; voting by roll call means that instead of this, 

delegates are asked individually by the Dais how they wish to vote, one by one 

ii. When voting by Roll Call, delegates may wish to not vote; should they do so, 

their vote will be deferred to a following ‘round’ of voting should the first ‘round’ of voting be 

inconclusive 

iii. Delegates may also choose to vote ‘with rights’; should they do this, they 

may make a one-minute speech after voting explaining why they voted as they did 

 

4. ‘Special’ Motions 

a. Any motion to close debate on setting the agenda, to close general debate 

and to change voting following closure of general debate in any way is a ‘special’ motion 

b. All ‘special’ motions require a qualified majority of ⅔ of delegates in favour, 

and motions to close general debate should be preceded by a closed debate in which at 



least one argument both for and against and no more than two is heard, with speakers time 

capped at one minute 

5. Voting on Substantive Motions in UNSC  

a. All Substantive Motions in the UN Security Council must be: 

i. Approved by at least 9 of 15 member states present 

ii. Not be voted against by one of the five ‘Permanent’ members of the UNSC 

(China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom or the United States of America) 

 


